


Jensen Beach High School

We’d like to take this opportunity to welcome you to Jensen Beach High School. This
information is intended to help you and your student make as smooth a transition to
high school as possible. Being informed on school policies and graduation
requirements will help to ensure that your student’s four years at Jensen Beach will
be as enjoyable and successful as possible.

Guidance Office

If your child needs assistance in any of the following areas, he/she may come to the
guidance office. Students can go to guidance before school, after school, or during
their lunch to speak with a counselor or arrange for an appointment. We can help
with:
Academic Concerns
Personal Concerns
Career Awareness
Selection of College or Vocational Schools
Coping with teachers or peers




Repeat/Forgiveness Policy
Any course In which a student receives a grade of D or F can be repeated. The

lower grade will be removed from the grade point average and replaced
with the new (hopefully higher) grade. (Florida’s Bright Future
Scholarships are based on a minimum 3.0 weighted academic GPA.
You may visit the web site facts.org to monitor your student’s status for
the Bright Futures Scholarship)

Helpful Hints

Regarding Block Scheduling, students/parents need to be aware that every
9 weeks students earn a ¥z credit and final semester grade for each
course. These final semester grades appear on the high school
transcript and are used to calculate grade point average. So EVERY 9
week grade Is important.

Hang a school calendar on your refrigerator and highlight interim report
and report card dates.

Attend parent conferences. Parent conferences will be held from 5:00 -
8:00pm the week of interims and report cards.

Keep record of any failures or grades of D’s earned so that you can plan for
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Pinnacle
Pinnacle is an online electronic grade book that parents can use to closely

monitor the progress of their student. On pinnacle you can see individual
grades for homework, quizzes, tests and the current overall grade. The
address Is http://piv.sbmc.org/scripts/piv.exe

Progress reports are also available if your child begins having any difficulties.
Any student can pick up progress reports on Friday mornings before the
7:25 bell in Guidance.

College Entrance Requirements
Universities — Although each college has slightly different admission

requirements, all require proficiency in academics. Florida Universities
require at least two consecutive years of a foreign language and three
years of math above Algebra 1. In addition, students intending to apply
to college in the Florida University system will have to complete 18
credits in the following 5 core academic areas: English, Math, Science,
Social Studies and Foreign Language.




College admissions personnel consider the following:
o (Grades in academic subjects
o Academic depth of courses taken
o (Grades in academic subjects
e Academic courses taken in the senior year
o SAT/ACT scores
o Extracurricular activities
e Counselor/teacher recommendation (Private/Out of state)
 Rankinclass

Community Colleges

Community colleges (like IRSC) offer the first two years of college
which can be transferred to any state university in Florida if other
requirements are met. Students wishing to eventually transfer to a
university should obtain as much academic background as possible in
high school. Community colleges also offer short-term degrees and
training programs in various fields. To be accepted to a community
colleae. a student must have obtained a hiah school dinloma or GED.



STAY INVOLVED AND INFORMED

As parents of a high school student, it Is very important that
you stay informed and involved in your child’s education.
Make sure you are aware of the courses your student selects
and that they are appropriate for the goals and plans you
have in mind for your child. At any time you feel there may
be a problem, please call the teacher or guidance counselor;
don’t wait to be contacted by the school. Thank you for
your attention and support.



TESTING AT JBHS

PSAT/MSQT

The Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test

Cost $14.00. Register at JBHS through the Guidance office. 2 1/2 hour test offered once
a year in October only. Scores range from 20-80 in each of three sections: critical
reading and verbal reasoning, writing, and math problem-solving skills. Scores can be
used to estimate potential SAT scores by adding a zero to each score, as in a PSAT math
score of 56 could be estimated as a possible 560 on the SAT. All Juniors intending to
enroll in a four-year college or university should take this test. The test offers college-
bound Juniors a shorter, sample version of the SAT for practice. This test will highlight
academic strengths and weaknesses early enough to allow the student to take extra test
preparation in time for college applications during the Senior year. This test is the
qualifying test for the National Merit Scholarship Program and must be taken in the
Junior year by students hoping for this academic honor. This year the Martin County
School District is offering the PSAT to all tenth graders free of charge. This is a great
opportunity to preview the college admissions testing process.



SAT |

The Scholastic Assessment Test (Reasoning Test)

Cost $45.00. Register online at www.collegeboard.com. Flyers are available in the
Guidance Office. This 4 hour test measures Critical Reading , Mathematics reasoning
ability and Writing is offered seven times a year. Scores range from 200 to 800 in each
of the three test areas, and the scores are added for a total score ranging from 600 to
2400. The score from one test date may be mixed with the score from another area
taken on another date to count the student’s highest total verbal, mathematics, and
writing score. Taken during the Junior Year or, at the very latest, in the beginning of the
Senior Year, all students considering attending a four-year college or university should
take this test (or the ACT) at least once. Students who plan to attend highly competitive
schools should begin taking the SAT early in the Junior Year to ensure time to achieve
the score they need for college admission. Highly academic Sophomores may wish to




SAT |1 (Subject Test)

The Scholastic Assessment Tests Part 2

Students register and pay fee on-line with the College Board. Flyers are
available in the Guidance Office. These tests measure student
achievement in specific academic areas, such as American History,
Biology, Spanish, etc. Each test is one hour long. The tests are offered
SiX times a year. Scores range from 200 to 800. Students may take up to
three separate tests at one sitting. Academic students who intend to apply
to highly selective colleges and universities should take these tests in the
Junior or Senior year. The SAT II’s In specific subject areas are required
for admission to the most highly selective colleges and universities.
Students should check with the admissions offices of these schools for
specific test requirements. Many colleges use these tests for placement
purposes, as well.



ACT

Cost $ 32.00 (without Writing), $47.00 (including Writing) The ACT
assessment consists of tests in four areas: English, Mathematics, Reading,
and Science Reasoning. Scores in each area range from 1-36. A composite
score Is also given. Register online at www.actstudent.org. Registration flyers
are available in the guidance office. All students considering attending a
four-year college or university should take this test (or the SAT) at least once
during the Junior year or, at the very least in the beginning of the Senior
year. Students who plan to attend highly competitive schools should begin
taking the ACT early in the Junior year to ensure time to achieve the score
they need for college admission. Highly academic Sophomores may wish to
take the test once during the 10th Grade for additional practice. ACT (or
SAT) scores are required for admission to all state universities in Florida and
for most of the nation’s other colleges and universities. Admission to highly
selective colleges and universities is determined in part by a student’s score on
this test. This test (or the SAT) is one of the criterion for earning a Florida
Bright Futures Scholarship. This test (or the SAT) is used to determine
NCAA eligibility. This test is one criterion used to determine eligibility for
dual enrollment courses in conjunction with IRSC



FCAT

Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test

The FCAT is given to all Florida Ninth, Tenth, and Eleventh
Grade students in February and March each year. The test
measures student progress in the areas of Mathematics, Reading,
Science and Writing. There is no charge for this required test.
Freshmen and Sophomores take the Math and Reading sections
of the test. Sophomores also take the Writing test. Juniors take the
Science test. The FCAT is administered over four days. Student
developmental scores range from 86 to 3008 (1 to 6 in Writing).
FCAT scores may be used by the individual students to gauge
Math and Reading and Science progress. Passing scores for the
2007 grade 10 test are 1889 for Mathematics and 1926 for
Reading. Passing scores on the grade 10 FCAT is a graduation
requirement. Students who fail the FCAT are given four more
chances to pass during their junior and senior years.
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CPT

The College Placement Test

Cost —$10.00. This test measures student achievement in
mathematics and communication and measures a student’s
readiness for college-level work. Students planning to attend a
Florida community college or wishing to take Dual Enrollment
Courses need this test. The test is offered at all IRSC
campuses. The test is also offered at JBHS in November and
April at no charge to first time test takers. Students must
achieve a certain score on the CPT (or ACT or SAT) to be
allowed to take Dual Enrollment courses. The CPT is also one
of the criterion for the Gold Seal Scholarship of the Florida
Bright Futures program.



MAKING HIGH SCHOOL COUNT

Making High School Count provides 1st semester freshmen with
Important information on how to recognize their potential for future
success and make the most of their high school experience. This program
helps students understand the choices they can make throughout high
school to maximize their opportunities upon graduation.

Making High School Count offers valuable perspectives for freshmen on:
Optimizing the high school experience to ensure the most options
available after School
Why grades really matter from the beginning
What colleges, the military and employers look for
Reasons and ways to get better grades
The Importance of extracurriculars
Ways to make activities really count
Common freshmen mistakes and how to prevent them
Accessing resources
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS:
4 Year Regular Program

2.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale; Pass FCAT (Reading and Math);

26 credits Iin the following distribution:

4 credits in English

4 credits in Math including Algebra 1

3 credits in Science, 2 having lab components

3 credits in Social Science including: 1 American History, 1 World
History, .5 Economics & .5 American Government

1 credit PE: HOPE

1 credit of Performing Fine Arts

10 electives (4 within 1 or more Major Area of Interest)
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JEHS GUINANCE CORNER

PREPARING FOR EDLLEGEI

What You Meed to Do
Cand When You Meed to Do Tth

*® Grade

Tabie scholaork ¢ eriochy becanee 9% zrade comts toerard Bright Fihmres Scholarships.

Takie colleze prep cotms es.

Bezim and cortivoae tilding your personal reanne. Buehide sngy school, religions organization or
Cobrtamhity activities ol join ac well ac g awards or hohoTs ol Tec e,

T yonmr 4 Wear Plan writh yonr Graidarce Conmes elor.

Bezin looking at colleges i gereral | woc atiozal tech s chools | or the militaty according to oo long
Tahge goals,

Plan to take compoder anddfor techmwology classes eathe o high school, With todaye™s te dewlogye
fome, thece ckille are exdremely nportad for all shideds |

Cret Tmrotred i quality activities.

Start a file on colleges and college moateriale,

It Grade

Takie the PSAT which ic given once a yesr I October. The PEAT zmes you good practice for
standardized testihng for college erdrance. Leam wages to Dnprowee yonlT scoles.

Aifterud the local College avd Career Hight, Moneroas colleges imimersities | snd basiess moled
allonar yon1 to brovwse and ack guestione as vwell ac collect brocdhome: snd materiale abondt their
Tleet arith your guidace conms elor to Teviedr your 4 Vesr Plan and makie s adpistrente to por
conmees for the fimare, Dicoiss careers yo are Dierested m. Dicoss yom eligibilib: for honors,
dhial enTolbmerit | or AT levrel clacs es baced on yor saccess lact year and thic pear.

Wisit yonar 5 chool®s ocogpational specialist and take an kderest smvrey or o coapational sy such
ac Cholces, Dicoass Tesalts writh the cpecialist ahd aleo with your gaidance ©oms elor.

Bezin plaming for college wisitc with your faniby. & zood tome for 4 wisit ic during aovmer
vacatione.  See the campe i personh and wisit with college sbaderds ac well a0 admiccion
Tepreserdativres, Cheds college websites for details aboaat the colleges.

Corvalt 54T preparation softarare, books or biborial clacses to hecorme commtortable warith the types
of questiore or the test atd honar to works with tire lomite.

Copdivoae to add materials to o college fle.




II* Grade

w  Tabe the PSAT. This ear & wall comt for qualifyie for the Habonal Ierit Scholarshp. Cheds off
thee hoer that allome oo profile to be sevt to derected colleges.

w  Atterd the local Colleze and Carest Might thic time stmed with specific questicre abont degres
Frogrmes, admics e procedures finarwcial aid, avd campons 1ife. 209 material to o college file.

= Plm when yoar wart to tabe bofh the SAT and ACT.  Dependig m yor tedt tdhing
streridbe fareabriesses ol many Rt to tadie them i the fall ac aell ac again mthe qrive. College
will akarrys tabie your best ubcets @ fhe tests toase for admissiore poposes. Flaroto tabe the SAT-IT
Subiject Tests after completing specific adoarced conmrse work.

= Cordinie updatig yor reame. Add i other dabe, leaderchip posiions, and adiribes o1 ae
tromobred wrth.

»  Friterected i athletic scholarshape?  Cortact the afbdetic departmetds of o faororite colleges .

= [ to the lhoary and start recearchive scholardp ared fnaredal aid divectorie i preparmtion for et
e,

= Spend spongg break wiskdys college campaases . Chech on schook of warioas sizes and Iocatiore, both
arvd ont of state. Tabie pichares while oy are there . Chech the colleze arebsites for details.

= (et ahead st o Aritvg oo collegze ecrp. Ther ofteritabe a ot more time than siderte v, o
dort wet il the hedic sevioryrear. Finalize them i cerior year.

I2% Grade

»  Prepare college application packages @ the college wedocies . Bemienr deadlines and re
Liveup letters of recommetdatiore earky. Giwe teachers, emplorers, or offer adnks 2 leact o meedh o
complete the Tecommerndation fomme . Fwhade a stamped, addresced evorelope writ each letter Tequect.

»  Ifest with pnm Croidarce Conzselor for o schedile avnd erdor aedi chech rberrisar,

= Submit completed applicatiore ox lie at fhe college mrebeites . Try to hare them a1l fivdched ey the end
of October, especialby for schook that admit o rollkys decisiahe . Submit the dwecks for the college
wimiccion fee or pay by aedit card ot e, Serd escwye, recommendatiors i required, ard renmes.
Let o comselor brwomr it o Zet a decisiorback from ponr colleges o admission.

= Take orretabe the SAT and ACT freeded for admicsiores scores or sdwlaehip ot off scores .

= I October, pick wp o local scholarshdp book: fiom o conmcelor. Sdterd the i secion
hiar to complete applicaticones appropoiatelr. Watch the deadlive!

»  Visi college camprases for fmal deckioms. Sied cleses i posable ad see the domms. Talk to
shaderds atterding the colleges woarist.

»  On December 1, soabmit wour Bright Fubme:s applicatio at wanw FloridaStadend Finandal &d oog.

» I December, start the EAFSA (Free Spplicatio for Federal Stodert Aid ) from the Fedemml mrebeite &
v Eafes ed pov. Hume wpour parerts begin fllg it o, Tar forme need to be flled ot earky thic
vear. File the FAFSL s coon after Taroary 1% as possihle.

= Hure pareris attered the Finawcial 20d Wodishop at oo high school for help in filing for finerwcial aid.

= Take SAT IO Subject Tests Freeded for o colleges.

= Proride gridmwce conmeelor with regaests for mwid-rear serior grades, frequired by o college: .

= Wait for college admicsione dedsiores arnd finarwial vid yamrd letrers !

»  DMake your final colleze deckion based an fhe college best meeting yor persotal academic Zoals and
frarcial reeds.

»  Send back hoaeiye applicatian deposi for selected college.

= Hotify all colleges mmedistebr ate poimabe a decician. This frees up places for other shaderits.

= Stay itonch with oo Gaidace Conselor!

» Arterd Scholaehip Mighit ivyon are recedring 1 local sdwlachip.

»  Serd thard o rotes or letter to areaee assistigg ol darig the admizcions pocess.

= Breathe abigz sigh ofTelief]




BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

The state of Florida provides three GUARANTEED scholarships
for academic achievement funded from the lottery proceeds

Florida Academic Scholars Award

Florida Medallion Scholars Award

Florida Gold Seal VVocational Scholars Award




GENERAL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS for all THREE
SCHOLARSHIPS

Be a Florida resident

Earn a Florida high school diploma or its
equivalent from a public or private high school

Be accepted by and enrolled in an eligible Florida
public or independent post secondary education
Institution

Be enrolled for at least six semester credit hours or
the equivalent

Not have been found guilty of or pled nolo
contendere to a felony charge




CHECK THE WEB SITE FOR ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION

WWW.JBHS.SBMC.ORG
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Homecoming is right around the carner!
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Graduation — awards — promotion — universities — testing - links
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