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Jensen Beach High School
We’d like to take this opportunity to welcome you to Jensen Beach High School.  This 

information is intended to help you and your student make as smooth a transition to 
high school as possible Being informed on school policies and graduationhigh school as possible.  Being informed on school policies and graduation 
requirements will help to ensure that your student’s four years at Jensen Beach will 
be as enjoyable and successful as possible.

Guidance Office
If your child needs assistance in any of the following areas, he/she may come to the 

guidance office.  Students can go to guidance before school, after school, or during 
their lunch to speak with a counselor or arrange for an appointment.  We can help 
with:
A d i CAcademic Concerns
Personal Concerns
Career Awareness
Selection of College or Vocational SchoolsSelection of College or Vocational Schools
Coping with teachers or peers



Repeat/Forgiveness Policy
Any course in which a student receives a grade of D or F can be repeated.  The y g p

lower grade will be removed from the grade point average and replaced 
with the new (hopefully higher) grade. (Florida’s Bright Future 
Scholarships are based on a minimum 3.0 weighted academic GPA.Scholarships are based on a minimum 3.0 weighted academic GPA.  
You may visit the web site facts.org to monitor your student’s status for 
the Bright Futures Scholarship)

Helpful Hints
Regarding Block Scheduling, students/parents need to be aware that every 

9 weeks students earn a ½ credit and final semester grade for each9 weeks students earn a ½  credit and final semester grade for each 
course.  These final semester grades appear on the high school 
transcript and are used to calculate grade point average.  So EVERY 9 
week grade is importantweek grade is important.

Hang a school calendar on your refrigerator and highlight interim report 
and report card dates.

Attend parent conferences Parent conferences will be held from 5:00Attend parent conferences.  Parent conferences will be held from 5:00 –
8:00pm the week of interims and report cards.

Keep record of any failures or grades of D’s earned so that you can plan for 
ti th



Pinnacle
Pinnacle is an online electronic grade book that parents can use to closely 

monitor the progress of their student.  On pinnacle you can see individual 
grades for homework, quizzes, tests and the current overall grade.  The g , q , g
address is http://piv.sbmc.org/scripts/piv.exe  

Progress reports are also available if your child begins having any difficulties.  
Any student can pick up progress reports on Friday mornings before the y stude t ca p c up p og ess epo ts o day o gs be o e t e
7:25 bell in Guidance.

College Entrance Requirements
Universities – Although each college has slightly different admission 

requirements all require proficiency in academics Florida Universitiesrequirements, all require proficiency in academics.  Florida Universities 
require at least two consecutive years of a foreign language and three 
years of math above Algebra 1.  In addition, students intending to apply 
to college in the Florida University system will have to complete 18to college in the Florida University system will have to complete 18 
credits in the following 5 core academic areas:  English, Math, Science, 
Social Studies and Foreign Language.



College admissions personnel consider the following:
• Grades in academic subjectsGrades in academic subjects
• Academic depth of courses taken
• Grades in academic subjects

A d i t k i th i• Academic courses taken in the senior year
• SAT/ACT scores
• Extracurricular activities
• Counselor/teacher recommendation (Private/Out of state)
• Rank in class

Community Colleges
Community colleges (like IRSC) offer the first two years of college 

hich can be transferred to an state ni ersit in Florida if otherwhich can be transferred to any state university in Florida if other 
requirements are met.  Students wishing to eventually transfer to a 
university should obtain as much academic background as possible in 
high school.  Community colleges also offer short-term degrees and 
training programs in various fields.  To be accepted to a community 
college, a student must have obtained a high school diploma or GED.



STAY INVOLVED AND INFORMED
As parents of a high school student, it is very important that 
you stay informed and involved in your child’s education.  
Make sure you are aware of the courses your student selectsMake sure you are aware of the courses your student selects 
and that they are appropriate for the goals and plans you 
have in mind for your child.  At any time you feel there may 
b bl l ll th t h id lbe a problem, please call the teacher or guidance counselor; 
don’t wait to be contacted by the school.  Thank you for 
your attention and support.



TESTING AT JBHSTESTING AT JBHS

PSAT/MSQTQ
The Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test 
Cost $14.00. Register at JBHS through the Guidance office. 2 1/2 hour test offered once 
a year in October only.  Scores range from 20-80 in each of three sections: critical 
reading and verbal reasoning, writing, and math problem-solving skills.  Scores can be 
used to estimate potential SAT scores by adding a zero to each score, as in a PSAT math 

f 56 ld b ti t d ibl 560 th SAT All J i i t di tscore of 56 could be estimated as a possible 560 on the SAT.  All Juniors intending to 
enroll in a four-year college or university should take this test.  The test offers college-
bound Juniors a shorter, sample version of the SAT for practice.  This test will highlight 
academic strengths and weaknesses early enough to allow the student to take extra testacademic strengths and weaknesses early enough to allow the student to take extra test 
preparation in time for college applications during the Senior year.  This test is the 
qualifying test for the National Merit Scholarship Program and must be taken in the 
Junior year by students hoping for this academic honor. This year the Martin CountyJunior year by students hoping for this academic honor.  This year the Martin County 
School District is offering the PSAT to all tenth graders free of charge.  This is a great 
opportunity to preview the college admissions testing process.



SAT I
The Scholastic Assessment Test (Reasoning Test)( g )
Cost $45.00.  Register online at www.collegeboard.com.  Flyers are available in the 
Guidance Office.  This 4 hour test measures Critical Reading , Mathematics reasoning 
ability and Writing is offered seven times a year. Scores range from 200 to 800 in each 
of the three test areas, and the scores are added for a total score ranging from 600 to 
2400.  The score from one test date may be mixed with the score from another area 
taken on another date to count the student’s highest total verbal, mathematics, and 

i i T k d i h J i Y h l i h b i i f hwriting score. Taken during the Junior Year or, at the very latest, in the beginning of the 
Senior Year, all students considering attending a four-year college or university should 
take this test (or the ACT) at least once.  Students who plan to attend highly competitive 
schools should begin taking the SAT early in the Junior Year to ensure time to achieveschools should begin taking the SAT early in the Junior Year to ensure time to achieve 
the score they need for college admission.  Highly academic Sophomores may wish to 
take the test once during the 10th Grade year for additional practice.  Students should be 
enrolled in Algebra 2 before taking the SAT SAT I (or ACT) scores are required forenrolled in Algebra 2 before taking the SAT. SAT I (or ACT) scores are required for 
admission to all state universities in Florida and for most of the nation’s other colleges 
and universities.  Admission to highly selective colleges and universities is determined 
in part by a student’s score on this test.  This test (or the ACT) is used to determine p y ( )
NCAA eligibility.  This test may be used to determine eligibility for dual enrollment 
courses in conjunction with IRSC. Students can use the SAT to satisfy the Florida 
Bright Futures Scholarship requirements.



SAT II (Subject Test)
The Scholastic Assessment Tests Part 2
Students register and pay fee on line with the College Board Flyers areStudents register and pay fee on-line with the College Board. Flyers are 
available in the Guidance Office. These tests measure student 
achievement in specific academic areas, such as American History, 
Biology, Spanish, etc.  Each test is one hour long. The tests are offered 
six times a year.  Scores range from 200 to 800.  Students may take up to 
three separate tests at one sitting. Academic students who intend to apply p g pp y
to highly selective colleges and universities should take these tests in the 
Junior or Senior year. The SAT II’s in specific subject areas are required 
for admission to the most highly selective colleges and universitiesfor admission to the most highly selective colleges and universities.  
Students should check with the admissions offices of these schools for 
specific test requirements.  Many colleges use these tests for placement 

llpurposes, as well.



ACT
Cost $ 32.00 (without Writing), $47.00 (including Writing) The ACTCost $ 32.00 (without Writing), $47.00 (including Writing) The ACT 
assessment consists of tests in four areas: English, Mathematics, Reading, 
and Science Reasoning.  Scores in each area range from 1-36.  A composite 
score is also given. Register online at www.actstudent.org. Registration flyersscore is also given. Register online at www.actstudent.org.  Registration flyers 
are available in the guidance office. All students considering attending a 
four-year college or university should take this test (or the SAT) at least once 
during the Junior year or at the very least in the beginning of the Seniorduring the Junior year or, at the very least in the beginning of the Senior 
year.  Students who plan to attend highly competitive schools should begin 
taking the ACT early in the Junior year to ensure time to achieve the score 
they need for college admission Highly academic Sophomores may wish tothey need for college admission.  Highly academic Sophomores may wish to 
take the test once during the 10th Grade for additional practice. ACT (or 
SAT) scores are required for admission to all state universities in Florida and 
for most of the nation’s other colleges and universities Admission to highlyfor most of the nation’s other colleges and universities. Admission to highly 
selective colleges and universities is determined in part by a student’s score on 
this test.  This test (or the SAT) is one of the criterion for earning a Florida 
B i ht F t S h l hi Thi t t ( th SAT) i d t d t iBright Futures Scholarship.  This test (or the SAT) is used to determine 
NCAA eligibility.  This test is one criterion used to determine eligibility for 
dual enrollment courses in conjunction with IRSC



FCAT
Fl id C h i A t T tFlorida Comprehensive Assessment Test
The FCAT is given to all Florida Ninth, Tenth, and Eleventh 
Grade students in February and March each year.  The test y y
measures student progress in the areas of Mathematics, Reading, 
Science and Writing.  There is no charge for this required test. 
Freshmen and Sophomores take the Math and Reading sectionsFreshmen and Sophomores take the Math and Reading sections 
of the test. Sophomores also take the Writing test. Juniors take the 
Science test. The FCAT is administered over four days.  Student 
d l t l f 86 t 3008 (1 t 6 i W iti )developmental scores range from 86 to 3008 (1 to 6 in Writing). 
FCAT scores may be used by the individual students to gauge 
Math and Reading and Science progress. Passing scores for the 
2007  grade 10 test are 1889 for Mathematics and 1926 for 
Reading. Passing scores on the grade 10 FCAT is a graduation 
requirement Students who fail the FCAT are given four morerequirement. Students who fail the FCAT are given four more 
chances to pass during their junior and senior years. 





CPTCPT
The College Placement Test
Cost –$10.00. This test measures student achievement in 
mathematics and communication and measures a student’s 
readiness for college-level work.  Students planning to attend a 
Florida community college or wishing to take Dual Enrollment y g g
Courses need this test.  The test is offered at all IRSC 
campuses. The test is also offered at JBHS in November and 
April at no charge to first time test takers Students mustApril at no charge to first time test takers. Students must 
achieve a certain score on the CPT (or ACT or SAT) to be 
allowed to take Dual Enrollment courses.  The CPT is also one 
of the criterion for the Gold Seal Scholarship of the Florida 
Bright Futures program.



MAKING HIGH SCHOOL COUNT

Making High School Count provides 1st semester freshmen with 
important information on how to recognize their potential for future 
success and make the most of their high school experience. This program 
helps students understand the choices they can make throughout high 
school to maximize their opportunities upon graduation.pp p g
Making High School Count offers valuable perspectives for freshmen on:
· Optimizing the high school experience to ensure the most options   

available after Schoolavailable after School 
· Why grades really matter from the beginning
· What colleges, the military and employers look for
· Reasons and ways to get better grades
· The importance of extracurriculars
· Ways to make activities really county y
· Common freshmen mistakes and how to prevent them
· Accessing resources
· Creating a personal plan for success



GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS:
4 Year Regular Program

2.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale; Pass FCAT (Reading and Math);                    
26 credits in the following distribution:
4 credits in English
4 credits in Math including Algebra 1
3 credits in Science 2 having lab components3 credits in Science, 2 having lab components
3 credits in Social Science including: 1 American History, 1 World   

History, .5 Economics & .5 American Government
1 dit PE HOPE1 credit PE: HOPE
1 credit of Performing Fine Arts 
10 electives (4 within 1 or more Major Area of Interest)



Congressional Award
Earn recognition for achievement, 

initiative and service.
Th C i l A d idThe Congressional Award provides 

a unique opportunity for young people 
(ages 14 – 23) to set and achieve(ages 14 23) to set and achieve 
personally challenging goals that

build character 
foster community service
develop personal interests

t t t di iti hicreate outstanding citizenship
Learn more about this opportunity!

www congressionalaward orgwww.congressionalaward.org











BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAMPROGRAM

The state of Florida provides three GUARANTEED scholarships 
for academic achievement funded from the lottery proceeds

Florida Academic Scholars Award

Florida Medallion Scholars AwardFlorida Medallion Scholars Award

Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Award



GENERAL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS for all THREEGENERAL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS for all THREE
SCHOLARSHIPS

Be a Florida residentBe a Florida resident
Earn a Florida high school diploma or its
equivalent from a public or private high school
Be accepted by and enrolled in an eligible Florida
public or independent post secondary education
institutioninstitution
Be enrolled for at least six  semester credit hours or
the equivalent
Not have been found guilty of or pled nolo
contendere to a felony charge



CHECK THE WEB SITE FOR ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATIONINFORMATION

WWW.JBHS.SBMC.ORG



Graduation – awards – promotion – universities – testing - links


